
The Age of Reason 

Presents a Fundamental Shift in Belief Systems—A True Revolution in the System of Religion 

Secularization of Religion replaces the Sectarianism of Religion 

The only religious views that make sense are those grounded in, generated by, Nature 

“The natural bent of my mind was to science.  As soon as I was able, I purchased a pair of 
globes.”  (in London, when Tom was twenty years old) 

“According to the Newtonian faith, there was a ‘natural order’ of things … it was believed that 
the laws of this natural order could be discovered by human reason and used as standards for 
evaluating [ideas and institutions].”  (Keane, Tom Paine) 

Paine’s logical progression of thought (The Age of Reason, Part One, concluding sections): 

-Every part of the globe is filled with life 

 -There are millions of worlds in the universe 

  -The solar system is only one system 

   -The immensity of space is filled with countless systems of worlds 

     



    -The Creator made a plurality of worlds 
     (revolutions/motions of the earth/revolving planets) 

     (Almighty Power in the mighty ocean of space) 

     -Multiplicity of systems of religion (wild and whimsical)   
     (Some are morally good, but only one can be true, and it’s not a   
      faith focused on one small god of one world) 

      -This revolution must one day lead to “a universal religion” 
       “In the meantime, let every person follow, as they have   
       the right to do, the religion and the worship they prefer.” 

“But with respect to religion itself, without regard to names, and as directing itself from the 
universal family …  to the Divine object of all adoration, it is humanity bringing to their 

Maker the fruits of their heart, and though those fruits may differ from each other like the fruits 
of the earth, the grateful tribute of everyone is accepted.” 

(Rights of Man) 

“[Paine’s conviction was that] the entire world was to pass through a revolutionary 
transformation.” 

(Jack Fruchtman, Thomas Paine and the Religion of Nature) 

Questions to Consider:   
Could Paine’s Natural Religion be the balance to Exceptional, Privileged Religions? 

Does Paine’s Natural Religion supersede all other Super-natural Religions? 
What would Paine’s “faith” look like in daily practice?


